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- A Decade of Literacy Research in the
Journal of Research and Development.in Education

| Abstract

Two hundred sixty articles were pﬁblished in./JRDF from 19'90-1999‘.. Thirty-six (13.8%)
focused on literacy. Information was ;ategoﬁzed for each article with respect to the authors’
génder, multiple vers.ﬁ‘s*single éuthorship, study desi gm, use of statistics, agé of subjects, nurﬁber
of .sub'ject_s, and kind of research. There was no significant trend by year for the number of .. - :
aﬁiéles published Ey rrlle'n,‘\‘vomen_, of nﬁale/ferhale co—authors.. fhére was a.-sighif.'lca.'nt trend by
year for the'n-umber of articles with sing'le versus multiple authors. From 1995, no single-v
authored articies focused on literacy were published in./RD:. ‘There were also changes in
predomi'nant approaches to design during the decade. The majorjty of the studies analyzed were
experimental' or descriptive. From 1990 to 1994, more designs. were experimental whiie ffom
: lé95m§re were descriptive. |

The majority of the studies'primarily used ANOVA or MANOVA. None of the articles
published after 1995 were épplied'researéh; all were basic re'searclh, The majority of the studies
focused on elemehtar_v school-age children and on cdllege students. Approximately haif theA _

studies had fewer than 100 subjects. Most of the articlesAhad multiple questions/foci.

o
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. A D_eeade of .l;,iteracy'Research in the Journal of Research and

| Development in Education |
When a key word search on the Internet for “Educational Research-Journals in Literacy
v- Education™ yields more than _350»hit.s, it is apparent that researchers and teachers have become
consumers of educational research with a literacy focus. It is obvious that the joumals published
" by the major professionai organization_s (1.e., International Reading ASSociation, National
’Reading Conference, National Councn[ of Teachers of English) are not the only sources of
1ntorrnation for literacy protessnonals Professional organizations Joumals are, however
devoted. to publishing only literacy research SO scholars consult them tor knowledge in a specific
area. | | |

The purpose ofthis study is to identify research in the ./r_)urnal of Research and
- Development in Education from 1990- 1999 focused on literacy. - In addition to identifying the
literacy-related articles, Iinformation about the articles is categorized to describe the work
published and to determine trends in literacy research, inciuding single versus multiple authors,
focus of the study, design, statistics used if any, age of subjects, nuinber of subjects, applied
versus basic research, and-gender of authors. | .' |
Methods and/or Techniques- :

"Two university faculty, each with a Ph.D. with a literacy focus, who are also credentialed
public school teachers read every abstract in the ./RRDE, ]990 1999. Each separatelv deCided if
the article focused on literacy and should be included in the study. They agreed on 93% of the |
articles after reading the abstracts. The other 7% were included/excluded following their
discussion. CollectiVely, the researchers defined literacy and applicable abstracts as those
deal_ing with some aspect of reading, writing, and speaking with subjects who were students in

kindergarten through graduate school.

LI



‘A Decade of Literaey Researeh in the
Jorzrna[ of Research and Development in Education
Following the work of Nelson and VCoorough ( 1994), the following information was -

identified and categorized on each study: 1) g,ender of authors; 2 ) multiple versus single
‘authorship; 3) design of study (e, expenmental descriptive, correlatronal analyncal program
evaluatlon, historical, and qualltanve, 4) statistics (e.g., ANOVA model, frequencies-and
percentag_es; con’elaﬁon, 'nonparametrrc, multivariate, and no statistics; 5) age of subjects; 6) -
number of subjeets and 7) type of research (applied Versus basrc) [f the researchers could not |
obtam the mfonnatlon from the abstracts, the entrre article was used. The researchers also
categorized information pertaining to the topic(s) of the studles. They agreed on 96% of the
categories; the other 4% were decided through discussion. |

Data Source

I3

The data source were the abstracts from the articles, 1990 1999. The articles themselves
were used when necessary.
Results and/or Conclusions

T\vo hundred sixty arti,cles were published.in the. Journal of Research and Development
in Education, 1990-1999. Thirty-six {13.8%) of the articles focused on literacy. The number of
artieles foeusing on literacy is presented in Table 1 by year.

_ _ Insert Table 1 here.

Nine articles ('25%).were-authored by men, 11 (31%) by women, and 16 (44%) had fale
and female co-authors. Ten of the articles (28%) were single-authored and 26 of the articles
(77 %) were co-authored. There was no srgmf' cant trend by year concemmg the number of
amcles published by men, women, or male/female co-authors. There was a srgmﬁcant trend by -
vear for the number of articles \wth single versus multlple authors This is depicted in Table 2.

Insert Table 2 here.



. A Decade of Literacy Research in the
| Journal of Research and .Devellopment in Education

Thus, from 1995 no single-éuthored ardcles focused on literacy were published in JRDE.

There were changes in predominaht approaches to desig,rn during the decode, which is
depieted in Table 3.

| Insert Table 3 here.

- Thus, 7 (19% ) of the SLUdlCS were correlatlonal 16 (44%) were expenmental 1 1 (31 %) were
descriptive, and 2 (6%) were analytlcal. From 1995 fewer designs were expenmental and more
were descnptwe than between 1990 and 1994. A |

The majonty of the studies pnmanly used ANOVA or MANOVA. (See Table 4.) Seven
(19 1/3%) used correlation (with or without regression), 5 (_14%)~used MANOVA, 11 (31%)
used ANOVA, 8 .(22%) dsed frequehcies and descriptive statistics, 3 (8 1/3%) used no statistics,
1(2 2/3%) used meta-analysis, and 1 (2 2/3%) used chi-square primarily. Twenty-four (66
2/3%) were basic research and 12 ( 33 1/3%) were applied research. None of the articles
' focusmg on literacy after 1995 were applied. Thus, from 1996-1999, 50% of the studies were
basic; 50%, applied.

| Insert Table 4 here.

lThe majority of the studies focused on elementary school-age children (’l 33 1/3%) and
on 'college students (1 l, 31 1/3%'). The other studies focused on grades 4-8 (2, 5%); grades 1-8
(3,9 1/3%), multi-age (2, 5%), high school (4, 11%), no human subjects (1, 7/1596)- or adults (1,
2 1/2%). Six of the studies (16 1/2 o) involved 1-25 SUbjCCtS 2(51/2%) had 26-49 subjects, 6
(16 1/2%) had 50-74 subjects, 4 (11%) had 75-99 subjects, 4 (11%) had 100-125 subjects, 2 (5
(17 112%) had 150-200 SUbjCCtS 1 (5 1/2%) had 300- 500 subjects, 4 (11%) had 500- 1000 |
subjects and 5 (14%) had more than 1000 SUbjCCtS One study had no human SUbjCCtS (See

Table 4. )



A Decade of -Literacy Research in the
: Jdurnal of Research and Devel()pm‘ent in Education
‘Most of the articles had muitiple questioné/foci. ‘Thus, articles were categorized for each:
fo.cus. Seé Table 5. | |
Insert Table 5 here;
. Twelve articles included i)vork on wriﬁng/ﬂuency./the effects of handwriting on Writing.; 7 on
) _ _attitudes/perceptions/beliefs contributing toward literacy; 7 on content area iiteiac;y;-S U
comprehension; 5 on sign sysiemsi 5 on liteiature-based literacy; 5 on technolo@-reléted |
studies: 4 on éssesément': 4 on gender-related studies: 3 onlvoéabulary; 2 on reading strategies; 2 ‘
on phbnol(igical awareness; 2 on special education populations; 1 on parts of speech; and ! on
spelling;. |
| Conciusioris
As 'expect'ations of workload and'schoiarly publications céntinue to be ciemanding for
many researchers and teachers, this study provides a venue for obtaining large amounts of
: infdnnation with ease and accuracylby highlighting significant trends in literacy. research. As we
understand our own work and value, we need to look at what designs, foci, and tools we and |
others are using to conduct research. . This is a timely study, (ine that seeks to identify reliable-
sources of informaiion for literaéy researchers and teachers. This particular journal reports both
cdnceptual .and empirical work with an empha’sié on the latter. Both the editors and reviewers
are well known and ex;ierts in their respective fields. |
Specific trehds were idéntiﬁed.‘ First, there were more multiple-authored papers in the
latter hzilf of the decade than the first. Second, experimental designs were less prevalent in the'
last half of the decade: descriptiV¢ studies became more prominent during this time period.
Third, the majority of the studies employed MANOVA and/or ANOVA. Fourth, topicé were

varied, but were well-focused research on major topics in literacy. Fifth, the most studied
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A Decade of Litergcy'Research in the
Journal ofResearch and Develgpmentl in Educatioh
populations were elementary school-age children and coilege students. Sixth, from the mid-point
in the.décade on, all studies v_vé're basic research, not applied.
~ The authors concluded the work bublisﬁed was a significant contribution to what is
known about literacy and the ./RDFE made a valuable contn:bution during thé last decade of this

20th century.
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Table1 Number of Articles by Y.éaf

Year Number of Articles
1990 4
1991 5
1992 4
1993 4
1994 4
1995 3
1996 6
1997 o3
1998 3
1999 0 -
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Research and Devel\opm.ent' in Education

Table2 Single vs. Multiple-Authored Articles by Year

Year ‘ Single Author ~ Multiple Authors
1990 I 3

1991 3 2

1992 3 1

1993 1 3

1994 2 2

1995 0 3

1996 0 6
- 1997 0 3

1998 0 3

1999 0 0

14 -




A Deéade of Literacy Research in the Journal.of
* Research and Development in Education -

Table 3 | Design of StudAy‘by..Year
Year Design

Correlational Experimental Descriptive  Analytical

1990 2 1 0 ]
1991 » 4 0 0
1992 1 2 1 0
1993 . 2 ! 0
1994 0 4 0 0
1995 1 0 2 0
1996 0 1 4 .
1997 R 0 2 0
1998 0 2 ! 0
1999 0 0 0 0
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A Decade of Literacy Research in the
Journal of Research and Development in-Education

Table5 . Studies by Topic

* Assessment:

Farr and Jongsma, 1993

‘Gordon, Englehard, Gabrielson, and Bemknopf 1996
Goulden, 1994

Plata, Zelhart, and House, 1995

Belief Systems:
Attitudes and perceptions about llteracy
Collis and Oilila, 1990 :
" Levine, Donitsa-Schmidt, Zellermayer 1996
McKinney and Jones, 1993
Naylor, Dwyer, and Blis, 1995
Pottorff, Phelps-Zientarski, and Skovera, 1996
Sinclair, 1994 .
Smith, 1990
Walstasd and Van Scyoc, 1990

Genres:
Content Area Literacy

Craig and Yore, 1996
Gallini, Spires, Terry, and Gleaton, 1993
Lechner and Barry, 1997
McKinney and Jones, 1993
Sinclair, 1994
Walstasd and Van Scyoc, 1990
Yeager and Davis, 1995 "

_ Literature-based
Lechner and Barry, 1997
Mallette, Bean, and Readance, 1998
McKinney and Jones, 1993
Naylor, Dwyer, and Blis, 1995
Wham, Barnhart, and Cook, 1996

Literacy Mediums:
Sign Systems

Alspaugh, 1991

Klesius and Searls 1990

Shave and Walls, 1998 )

Smith, Miller, Grossman, and Valeri-Gold, 1994

Stahl, Brozo, Smith, Henk, and Commander, 1991
Technology-related studies

Collis and Olila, 1990 .

Foster, Erickson, Foster, Brinkman, and Torgesen, 1994

Klesius and Searls, 1990

LaFramboise, 1991

Levine, Donitsa-Schmidt, and Zellermayer, 1996
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Reading:
" Comprehension

Craig and Yore, 1990
Gallini, Spries, Terry, and Gleaton, 1993
Rabren and Drch, 1996
Rupley and Willson, 1997
Shaver and Wallis;, 1998

Parts of speech
Smith, Miller, Grossman, and Valeri-Gold, 1994

Phonological Awareness :
Foster, Erickson, Foster, Brinkman, and Torgesen, 1994
Torgeson, Wagner, Bryant, and Pearson, 1992

Reading Strategies
" Craig and York, 1996
Sinclair, 1994
: Vocabulary

Klesius and Searls, 1990

Smith, Miller, Grossman, and Valeri-Gold, 1994
Stahl, Brozo, Smith, Henk, and Commander, 1991

Specific Populations: _
~ Culturally-driven studies
Harvey, Ollila, Baxter, and Guo, 1997
Lechner and Barry, 1997
Mallette, Bean, and Readance, 1998
Wham, Barnhart, and Cook, 1996
Gender-related studies
Collis and Ollila, 1990
Harvey, Ollila, Baxter, and Guo, 1997
Levine, Donitsa-Schmidt, and Zellermayer, 1996
_ Pottorff, Phelps-Zientarski, and Skovera, 1996
Parental influences

Alspaugh, 1991
. Pottorfl, Phelps-Zientarski, and Skover, 1996
"Shaver and Walls, 1998

Preservice pedagogy

_Lechner and Barry, 1997

Wham, 1993

Yeager and Davis, 1995

Special education populations
Plata, Zelhart, and House, 1995
Rabren and Darch, 1996

Writing:
Products and Processes:
Blohm and Benton, 1991
Farr and Jongsma, 1993
Gordon, Englehard, Gabrielson, and Bernknopf, 1996
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